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SUBJECT: US INVOLVEMENT IN DOMESTIC INDIAN AFFAIRS 
REF: NEW DELHI 4559 

1. CONSUL GENERAL PICKERING SPOKE TO WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER 
RAY, AND I WITH MEA JOINT SECRETARY (AMERICAS) TEJA, ON APRIL 5 
ABOUT THE RASH OF PRESS CRITICISM OF PETER BURLEIGH AND OTHER 
US ALLEGED INTERFERENCE IN DOMESTIC INDIAN AFFAIRA IN GUJARAT, 
ASSAM AND BIHR. WE BOTH EMPHASIZED THE ABSURDITY OF THE CHARGES, 
NOTED THAT THE ELEMENTS BEHIND THE CAMPAIGN WERE CLEARLY 
IDENTIFIABLE AS THOSE WISHING TO THWART AN IMPROVEMENT IN 
INDO-US RELATIONS, AND EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN THAT SOME MEMBERSS 
OF THE CONGRESS PARTY (ALTHOUGH NOT GOVERNMENT MINISTERS OR 
OFFICIALS) HAD JOINTED THE CHORUS IN THE PREVIOUS FEW DAYS. 

BOTH RAY AND TEJA EMPHASIZED THAT THE PRESS CRITICISMS AND 
ATTACKS DID NOT EMANATE FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND WERE NOT 
SUBSCRIBED TO BY THE GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL OR OF INDIA. 

THEY URGED WE IGNORE THE ATTACKS AND DESCRIBED THEM AS OF 
NO IMPORTANCE. THE INDIAN PRESS, THEY ARGUED, WAS FREE AND 
THE CONGRESS PARTY WAS A LARGE UMBRELLA WHICH SHELTERED ALL 
KINDS OF PEOPLE, SOME OF WHOM OCCASIONALLY WOULD CRITICIZE NOT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 04849 101340Z 

ONLY AMERICANS BUT INDIAN OFFICIALS AS WELL; E.G., AMBASSADOR 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


KAUL AND M.C. KAUL. 

2. PERHASP TOTALLY UNRELATED, BUT PERHAPS NOT, THE DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS IN NEW DELHI RESPONDED TO A WRITTEN 
QUESTION IN PARLIAMENT APRIL 10, INQUIRING WHETHER THERE WAS A 
CIA PLAN BEHIND THE STUDENT TROUBLE IN BIHAR AND GUJARAT, WITH 
THE RESPONSE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA HAD NO INFORMATION 
TO INDICATE ANY SUCH CIA INVOLVEMENT AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
MAINTAINED THE UTMOST VIGILANCE IN SUCH MATTERS. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE NOT THE MOST ROUSING DEFENSE OF AMERICAN 
ACTIVITIES IN INDIA, IT IS ENCOURAGING THAT THE GOI IS APREPARED 
TO OFFER SOME DECLARATORY DISCLAIMER ABOUT US SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES IN INDIA. IT INDICATES THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS 
PREPARED TO TAKE PUBLIC ISSUE WITH THE COMMUNISTS ON THIS 
SENSTIVE TOPIC. 
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